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were grouped about the Infant Jesus in the manger. 
What a beautiful sight it was, as the light from the 
numerous torches fell upon the group of the Holy Family. 

St.: Francis was deacon at the Mass, and preached a 
sermon on the Nativity of Our Lord, which touched the 
hearts of all his hearers. So real did it all seem to the 
people that they felt as if they were in another Bethlehem. 

Devotion to the crib has since spread throughout the 
Christian world. Yearly, from the eve of Christmas to 
the day of the octave of the Epiphany, a crib, representing 
the birthplace of Christ, is shown in Catholic churches, 
in order to remind the Faithful of the mystery of the In- 
carnation and to recall, according to tradition and the 
Gospel narrative, the historical events connected with the 
Birth of the Redeemer. 
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